THE PERIOD OF DEVELOPMENT
1460-1480

THE second book, and the first from the firm of
FUST & SCHOEFFER, was a magnificent Psalter of
175 leaves, the size of the Bible, and dated 1457.
The extraordinary mechanical skill of the craftsmen
who developed the art of printing, within the dec-
ade following the application of the invention to a
large undertaking, is shown by the intricate wood-
cut initial capitals with which they decorated this
Psalter. These were evidently designed to prove
that the new method of book-making could sup-
plant the work of the illuminators as well as that of
the scribes, for they were printed or stamped in red
and blue, the two colors registering so accurately
that typographic experts have been unable to agree
just how the work was done. These capitals were
used again in a second edition of the Psalter, two
years later; but the obvious difficulties must have
made the work expensive, and there were no further
experiments of the same sort after this year.

Fust and Schoeffer signed and dated their work
in the colophon at the end, stating that the Psalter
was produced "by an ingenious invention of print-
ing or stamping without any driving of the pen, and
to the worship of God has been diligently brought
to completion by Johann Fust, a citizen of Mainz,